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Date & Place
Saturday 12th

SJ
SJ
Sunday 13th
OLL
Monday 14th
SJ
th
Tuesday 15
OLL
th
Wednesday 16
SJ
Thursday 17th
SJ
th
Friday 18
OLL
OLL
Saturday 19th
SJ
Saturday Confessions:
Offertory: £732.24

Time
Mass Intention
Feast
Dead List
5pm
Vigil, 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Rita Quinlan
9am
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
10:30am People of the Parish
Jennifer Nelson (LD)
9:30am
Exaltation of the Cross
Nicolina & Umberto Mastrantuono Our Lady of Sorrows
7pm
Kay McManus (LD)
9:30am
Saints Cornelius & Cyprian
Dead List
9:30am
Weekday in Ordinary Time
No Mass
Weekday in Ordinary Time
Yorkshire Brethren
9:30am
Weekday in Ordinary Time
People of the Parish
5pm
Vigil, 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
On request
Standing Orders: £381.18
Thank you for your generosity.

Mass Offerings received: Catherine Naran (née Middleton) (LD); Kay McManus (LD); Jennifer Nelson (LD);
Nicolina & Umberto Mastrantuono.
Please Pray for the Sick: Peter Connor, Lorna Lynch, Stephen Hanson, Maureen Conor, Abby Carter, Sarah Howell,
Catrina Farnell, Bill Forde, Sheila Scott, Luke Yates, Maureen Simpson, Kathryn Inman (Allen), Maria Andrews,
Josie Butler, Betty Emmett, Ann Loiacono, Mary Connolly, Kathleen Lunney-Walsh, Matthew Goulden, Amy Knowles,
Rita Watson, Chris Brady, Eva Swidrak, Paula Williams, Emma Harling, Kathleen Foster, Mark Purvis, and
Rita McCormack.

Thank You: These past few years among you all have been amongst the happiest years of my life. I would like to
sincerely thank you for your kindness, friendship and love during this time. I know that you will give that same
support to Fr Tony as he arrives among you. Let’s keep each other in prayer as we continue to play our part in the
building up of God’s Kingdom.
God Bless,
Fr Dennis.

Holy Places of Palestine: There is a second collection this weekend (transferred from Good Friday 2020).

Rest in Peace: Please pray for the repose of the souls of all who have died recently, especially Kay McManus and
Jennifer Nelson. May they rest in peace and rise in glory.

Booking for Masses: As we have limits of 80 at SJ and 30 at OLOL, it remains necessary to book a place for the
Vigil and the two Sunday Masses. There is an online booking system to do this on the parish website. If you
prefer, you can phone the presbytery to book. Also a reminder that the current law requires that face coverings are
worn in places of worship, except for those on the Government list of exemptions from wearing a face covering.

Sincere thanks to all the volunteers who continue to help to clean and prepare both churches, and/or to be Stewards.

Video Mass from St Joseph’s:
Video Mass will continue for those who are still unable to come to Mass, and it will be a recording of the Vigil Mass
from St Joseph’s church.
As usual, you will receive a separate email when this week’s video link is available. You can also subscribe to the
Parish YouTube channel to be notified when new videos are available. You can do this from any of the Parish
videos, by clicking on the red ‘SUBSCRIBE’ button.
The Media Production Team have now recorded and produced nearly 30 hymn videos, which are used to
supplement the weekly video Masses. These are available to view, listen to, and share on the Parish YouTube
channel, as well as in the Videos Album on Facebook.
If you enjoy singing and have missed singing in Church, and would like to add your voice to the upcoming hymn
videos, please get in touch with Hayley Nolan, hayleylouisenolan@gmail.com
We are a friendly bunch, all volunteer Parishioners, and of mixed musical abilities. This blend of all singing abilities
is part of why it sounds so natural, so please don’t be thinking that you need to be a solo virtuoso.

Prayer of St Alphonsus (The Prayer of Spiritual Communion):
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.
I love you above all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever.
Amen.

Mass Offerings: Mass Intentions can be emailed, and the offering can be made via online banking with the
reference ‘Mass Offering’. Alternatively, you can write a letter and include a cheque (payable to Diocese of Leeds Our Lady of Lourdes) and either post it or pop it through the letter box.

Thank You: To all of those who have begun contributing by standing order and those who have dropped off their
envelopes. It is very much appreciated.

Zoom Coffee Meeting: A weekly event at 12:30pm on Sundays. The idea is to add a social outlet from home, sort
of replicating the post-Mass coffee on a Sunday at OLL. It is open to all parishioners, and anyone who wants to join
in please email Chris (the host) at 2issott@gmail.com to receive a Zoom invitation. Chris is also happy to assist
people if they have some IT literacy but haven’t used Zoom before.
Finance Committee Meeting: The next meeting will be at 8pm on Tuesday 15th September, via Google Meet.

Work At OLOL: There has been great progress on work at the house, but we need volunteers for the final works
please, i.e. cleaning & decorating. Cleaners please contact Barbara Cox at barbaracox54@gmail.com or 07411
783075 or via Messenger, and decorators please contact David Walsh on 07918 731998.

Volunteers: Also a request for volunteers to help with the weekly counting of offertory collections. Anyone
interested should contact Chris Issott at 2issott@gmail.com or via Messenger.

Upcoming Events at The Briery, Ilkley:
To book a place, contact the Administrator: 01943 607287 or briery@btconnect.com
Parish Retreat – Led by the Briery Team: 18th - 20th September. This is open to a small group or individuals who
would like the opportunity for quiet and reflective times. The offering for the weekend is £120 per person.
Living with Loss, Part 1: 25th - 27th September. A Bereavement Weekend with opportunity for Day Guests. The
aim is to better equip ourselves to deal with life-changing loss. The offering is £183 for the weekend and £46 for
Day Guests. Led by Abi May, an experienced retreat leader, author and educator - www.livingwithloss.co.uk

Parish Bulletin: If you are not currently on the list but would like to receive this newsletter by email, it is now easy
to sign up yourself via the Parish website. The signup form is on the front page if you scroll down a little.

Our Parish Online: Much more parish information is on our website, and Facebook page (see link above).

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Sunday 13th September 2020
What is God like? It is a question that has always fascinated me. Today's
Gospel shows us that He is very different from ourselves. Even before Jesus began to
fully reveal to us who God is, various things about God were revealed to our forebears.
Isaiah speaks about a forgiving God, a God ready to embrace all those who have
turned away from him. In our first reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus we are told
that ‘Resentment and anger, these are foul things and both are found with the sinner.’
Christ shows us that God gives without counting the cost. Today’s Gospel is a rather
dramatic conclusion to Matthew’s account of Jesus’ teaching on church life. When we
listen to the Word of God, there are times when we are pulled up short for it challenges
us, and today’s Gospel reading is definitely one of those occasions. Peter asks the Lord
how many times he must forgive, ‘seven times?’ Jesus replies ‘seventy times seven
times.’ This seems completely impractical, for if people steal from you, it may be
Christian to forgive them once or twice, but if they do so again and again then society
would begin to fall apart. If someone is convicted of murder, they are locked up to
prevent them doing it a second time. It’s also strange that in telling a parable about
forgiving another, time and time again, then why is it that the king does not forgive the
wicked servant? The beginning of an answer is in seeing sin as bondage or
imprisonment. The king is the only free person in the parable - all the rest are servants
and their bondage becomes ever tighter as they fall into debt and are threatened with
imprisonment.
Forgiveness of the debt by the king is a release from imprisonment. The
wealthy slave in comparison to the poor slave had a huge debt. He had been forgiven
much and refused to forgive his brother. He uses his regained freedom to imprison the
poor fellow slave who owes a tiny amount. He has been freed from debt, but he
becomes ever more imprisoned in his greed and lack of compassion. St Paul wrote to
the Romans, ‘The life and death of each of us has its influence on others.’ We cannot
be alive for ourselves alone, for to live is to always live for another, otherwise it is
mere existence. As Christians, we live for the Lord and for each other. The second
servant is freed because of the compassion of his fellow servants, who tell the king of
the injustice. He is one of them, and so they care for him and stand up for him because
they realise they are all in this together. Whereas, the wealthy servant who was deeply
indebted forgot who he was - a fellow servant who had been liberated from the threat
of prison back into society.

The forgiveness of God is indeed unlimited, to be offered not seven times but
seventy times seven times. However much of a mess we make, the Lord is there to
release us into freedom and restore us to life. Christian freedom is not a private
possession that we can grasp for ourselves and deny to another. We are only truly free
with and for each other and for God. If we harden our heart against another, the prison
door may be open but we are refusing to walk through it, and we wrap ourselves in
new chains of bondage. In response to Peter’s questions, the parable states that all
church order is subject to the law of mercy and forgiveness. Only those who have
experienced mercy and forgiveness can show this to others. The power of “binding and
loosening” can be exercised only by those who have experienced God’s compassionate
and undeserved mercy, and have learned to forgive a brother or sister from their hearts.
God Bless
Dennis Cassidy

We turn now to God our Father. Recognising our need, we ask for his help in our lives.
Let us pray for the Church;
that she may always guide and uphold the dignity of all people.
Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer.

Let us pray for ourselves; that we may always seek the good things in life in order to
strengthen our love of God through one another.
Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer.

Let us pray for all those who find life difficult. May they be upheld by the love of
those around them, that they may they seek God, the source of all good.
Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer.

Let us pray for the various troubled places in our world.
May violence and hate give way to justice and peace.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Let us pray for those who are ill.
May they be touched by the healing hands of the Lord.
Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer.

We pray for those who have died. May they enter the peace and joy of heaven.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
In a moment of silence we present to the Lord our own intentions.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

(pause)

We ask Mary, Our Lady of Lourdes, to join her prayer with ours.
Hail Mary, full of Grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women and
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour of our death. Amen.
O God our Father, transform these prayers of your Church, formulated in weakness.
Let them reach you in the power of your Holy Spirit, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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