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Sunday 26
th

 July 2020 
 

Date & Place Time Mass Intention Feast 

Saturday 25
th

 SJ 5pm Jack O’Brien (A) Vigil, 17
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sunday 26
th

 
SJ 

OLL 

9am 

10:30am 

People of the Parish 

Dorothy McNiff (A) 
17

th
 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday 27
th

 SJ 9:30am Annie McAndrew (LD) Weekday in Ordinary Time 

Tuesday 28
th

 OLL 7pm Thanksgiving Weekday in Ordinary Time 

Wednesday 29
th

 SJ 9:30am Maureen Harford (A) St Martha 

Thursday 30
th

 SJ 7pm Norah Stringer (LD) Requiem Mass 

Friday 31
st
 OLL 9:30am Doreen Clayton St Ignatius Loyola 

Saturday 1
st OLL 

SJ 

9:30am 

5pm 

Yorkshire Brethren 

Special Int. (M Farrar) 
St Alphonsus 

Vigil, 18
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saturday Confessions: On request 
 

 

Mass Offerings received: Vlado Koffler (LD); Joan Jacques (LD). 
 

Please Pray for the Sick: Peter Connor, Lorna Lynch, Stephen Hanson, Maureen Conor, Abby Carter, Sarah Howell, 

Catrina Farnell, Bill Forde, Sheila Scott, Luke Yates, Maureen Simpson, Kathryn Inman (Allen), Maria Andrews, 

Josie Butler, Betty Emmett, Ann Loiacono, Mary Connolly, Kathleen Lunney-Walsh, Matthew Goulden, Amy Knowles, 

Rita Watson, Chris Brady, Eva Swidrak, Paula Williams, and Anne McCorry. 
 

 

 

Booking for Masses: 
 

There is a need to make sure that we do not go beyond our designated numbers of those who are attending Mass, 

i.e. 50 people at St Joseph’s and 30 at Our Lady of Lourdes. While I do not anticipate that this will be a problem 

during the week, it will be necessary to book a place for the Vigil and the two Sunday Masses. There is now an 

online booking system to do this on the parish website. 
 

If you prefer, you can phone the presbytery to book a place, giving your name, the number of people from your 

household and your telephone number. I will then ring you to confirm that you are able to come along. I am very 

aware that this all seems so very alien to me and to many others - but if it means we can celebrate Mass together 

safely then it something we will all have to put up with for a time. 

 

 

Sincere thanks to all the volunteers who continue to help to clean and prepare both churches, and/or to be Stewards. 

 

 

Rest in Peace: Please pray for the repose of the souls of all who have died recently, especially Dorothy Thurling. 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

 

 

Video Mass from St Joseph’s: 
 

Video Mass will continue for those who are still unable to come to Mass, and it will be a recording of the Vigil Mass 

from St Joseph’s church. 
 

As usual, you will receive a separate email when this week’s video link is available. You can also subscribe to the 

Parish YouTube channel to be notified when new videos are available. You can do this from any of the Parish 

videos, by clicking on the red ‘SUBSCRIBE’ button. 

 

 

Mass Offerings: Mass Intentions can be emailed to Father Dennis, and the offering can be made via online banking 

with the reference ‘Mass Offering’. Alternatively, you can write a letter and include a cheque (payable to Diocese of 

Leeds - Our Lady of Lourdes) and either post it or pop it through Fr Dennis's letter box. 

mailto:pp.ourladystjoseph@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
http://www.ourlady-stjoseph.org.uk/


 

 

Thank You: To all of those who have begun contributing by standing order and those who have dropped off their 

envelopes. It is very much appreciated.  

 

 

200 Club: The July draw will take place this Sunday (26
th

 July) at 12 noon on the lawn at OLOL, and will also be 

live on Facebook. 

 

 

Zoom Coffee Meeting: 12:30pm this Sunday (26
th

 July). The idea is to add a social outlet from home, sort of 

replicating the post-Mass coffee on a Sunday at OLL. It is open to all parishioners, and anyone who wants to join in 

please email Chris (the host) at 2issott@gmail.com to receive a Zoom invitation. Chris is also happy to assist people 

if they have some IT literacy but haven’t used Zoom before. 

 

 

CAFOD Lenten Boxes: Please can you bring in your CAFOD Lenten boxes so that we can send a donation off to 

CAFOD, who have huge demands on their funds at the moment. There will be a box at back of church for the next 

few weeks to put them in. Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

 

Upcoming Committee Meetings: 
 

Buildings Management Committee 7:30pm Tue 4
th

 Aug in OLOL Church 

Finance Committee   7:30pm Thu 6
th

 Aug in SJ Church 

Parish Council    7:30pm Tue 11
th

 August in OLOL Church 
 

 

Parish Bulletin: If you are not currently on the list but would like to receive this newsletter by email, it is now easy 

to sign up yourself via the Parish website. The signup form is on the front page if you scroll down a little. 

 

 

Our Parish Online: Much more parish information is on our website, and Facebook page (see link above).

mailto:2issott@gmail.com


17
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time (A), Sunday 26
th

 July 2020 

 

In the opening prayer of the Mass today we pray: ‘with you as our ruler and 

guide we may use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 

those that ever endure.’ There is a deep wisdom in those few words that immediately 

sets our thoughts both on the life we are leading now and the fullness of life that we 

are called to, namely the Divine life that we are called to share with God for eternity. 

 

 For many years I have been attracted to the person of Solomon, the son of King 

David who became King after him and was responsible for building the Temple of the 

Lord in Jerusalem. At the very outset of his public ministry, Solomon was deeply 

aware of his need for God: ‘O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in 

succession to David my father. But I am a very young man, unskilled in leadership.’ 

There is a deep honesty in his words, a deep self-awareness that if he was to carry out 

the role God had given him to do, then he knew he could not rely upon his own 

resources. The Lord asks him what gift did he want, and without a moment’s hesitation 

Solomon asks for the gift of wisdom. Solomon recognised that without God’s gift of 

wisdom he would not be able to discern between good and evil. He begs for a heart to 

both understand and lead. In God’s abundant generosity he is promised ‘a heart wise 

and shrewd as none before you has had and none after you.’ 

 

 In contrast to this, we have the stories of the genie in the lamp, that have their 

origins in ancient Arabian tales, genies who grant wishes left right and centre. As a 

child I used to love those stories, imagining what kind of things I would ask for. I am 

afraid that if I ever thought of asking for the gift of wisdom, it was low down on the 

list! What I chose to ignore in those stories was that all was not quite what it seemed, 

and there was trickery afoot on the part of the genie. 

 

 In God’s encounter with Solomon, there was no trickery - just a loving 

encounter with a loving God and a dutiful son. Jesus came to reveal more fully the 

loving relationship between God and humanity, and the wisdom that God longed to 

pour more fully into the hearts of people. In the midst of growing opposition, Jesus 

was intent upon getting the message of the Gospel planted into the hearts of His 

followers. Right at the beginning of His ministry He had announced that the Kingdom 

of God was ‘near at hand’ and that people were to repent. They were to turn away 



from their old ways of living and live by the Gospel values that He came to reveal. 

Why? Because they were a pearl of great price! 

 

 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field which someone has 

found, he hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns and buys the field.’ 

In selling everything he owns, the man takes a huge risk. He sells what little security 

he had to obtain the field that contains the treasure. 

 

 St Paul in his letter to the Romans invites them to use the things of this passing 

world: ‘by turning everything to their good, God co-operates with those who love him, 

with all those he has called according to his purpose.’ God’s purpose is to help us 

recognise that our lives today are to be lived in the wisdom and knowledge of eternal 

truths, living in such a way that we grow in our relationship with Jesus, leading us 

back to the Father in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

God Bless 

Dennis Cassidy 

  



We pray for courage and perseverance in our pursuit of the kingdom of heaven as 

disciples of Jesus. 

 

We pray for Pope Francis and all leaders in the Church, that they may continue to give 

us examples of true Christian discipleship, no matter what the cost in terms of 

suffering, hardship or pain. 

Lord, hear us  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

We pray for those who are suffering persecution, torture or imprisonment on account 

of their religious beliefs. 

Lord, hear us  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

We pray for those who are elderly, disabled, sick or housebound, that they may be 

comforted by the Holy Spirit in their frailty. 

Lord, hear us  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

We pray for those who have died, especially Dorothy Thurling who died recently. 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

Lord, hear us  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

In a moment of silence we present to the Lord our own intentions.  (pause) 

Lord, hear us  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

We ask our Lady of Lourdes to join her prayers with ours. 

Hail Mary, full of Grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women and 

blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 

now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

 

Heavenly Father, we ask you to receive our petitions and to give us perseverance in 

our pursuit of your kingdom. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



Today’s Mass 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
 

 

 

 

 

First reading 

1 Kings 3:5,7-12 

Solomon chooses the gift of wisdom 

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, ‘Ask what you would like me to give 

you.’ Solomon replied, ‘O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in succession to 

David my father. But I am a very young man, unskilled in leadership. Your servant finds 

himself in the midst of this people of yours that you have chosen, a people so many its 

number cannot be counted or reckoned. Give your servant a heart to understand how to 

discern between good and evil, for who could govern this people of yours that is so great?’ It 

pleased the Lord that Solomon should have asked for this. ‘Since you have asked for this’ the 

Lord said ‘and not asked for long life for yourself or riches or the lives of your enemies, but 

have asked for a discerning judgement for yourself, here and now I do what you ask. I give 

you a heart wise and shrewd as none before you has had and none will have after you.’ 

 

The word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

____________________ 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 118(119):57,72,76-77,127-130 
Lord, how I love your law! 

My part, I have resolved, O Lord, 

is to obey your word. 

The law from your mouth means more to me 

than silver and gold. 

Lord, how I love your law! 

Let your love be ready to console me 

by your promise to your servant. 

Let your love come and I shall live 

for your law is my delight. 

Lord, how I love your law! 

That is why I love your commands 

more than finest gold, 

why I rule my life by your precepts, 

and hate false ways. 

Lord, how I love your law! 

Your will is wonderful indeed; 

therefore I obey it. 

The unfolding of your word gives light 

and teaches the simple. 

Lord, how I love your law! 



Second reading 

Romans 8:28-30 

Those he called, he justified 

We know that by turning everything to their good, God co-operates with all those who love 

him, with all those he has called according to his purpose. They are the ones he chose 

specially long ago and intended to become true images of his Son, so that his Son might be 

the eldest of many brothers. He called those he intended for this; those he called he justified, 

and with those he justified he shared his glory. 

 

The word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

____________________ 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Jn15:15 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

I call you friends, says the Lord, 

because I have made known to you 

everything I have learnt from my Father. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel 

Matthew 13:44-52 

He sells everything he owns and buys the field 

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which 

someone has found; he hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns and buys the 

field. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls; when he finds one 

of great value he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul of all 

kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the good 

ones in a basket and throw away those that are no use. This is how it will be at the end of 

time: the angels will appear and separate the wicked from the just to throw them into the 

blazing furnace where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. 

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Well then, every 

scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out 

from his storeroom things both new and old.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

____________________ 

 
 


