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Sunday 12
th

 July 2020 
 

Date & Place Time Mass Intention Feast 

Saturday 11
th

 SJ 5pm Yorkshire Brethren Vigil, 15
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sunday 12
th

 
SJ 

OLL 

9am 

10:30am 

People of the Parish 

John Whatmuff (A) 
15

th
 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday 13
th

 SJ 9:30am Dorothy McNiff (A) Weekday in Ordinary Time 

Tuesday 14
th

 OLL 7pm Ann Melvin (A) Weekday in Ordinary Time 

Wednesday 15
th

 SJ 9:30am Dead List St Bonaventure 

Thursday 16
th

 SJ 7pm Bernard Tarpy (LD) Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Friday 17
th

 OLL No Mass  Weekday in Ordinary Time 

Saturday 18
th OLL 

SJ 

9:30am 

5pm 

Yorkshire Brethren 

Pat Sutcliffe (LD) 
Dedication of St Anne’s Cathedral 

Vigil, 16
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saturday Confessions: On request 
 

 

Mass Offerings received: Jack O’Brien (A); Ann Melvin (A). 
 

Please Pray for the Sick: Peter Connor, Lorna Lynch, Stephen Hanson, Maureen Conor, Abby Carter, Sarah Howell, 

Catrina Farnell, Bill Forde, Sheila Scott, Luke Yates, Maureen Simpson, Kathryn Inman (Allen), Maria Andrews, 

Josie Butler, Betty Emmett, Ann Loiacono, Mary Connolly, Kathleen Lunney-Walsh, Matthew Goulden, Amy Knowles, 

Rita Watson, Chris Brady, Eva Swidrak, Paula Williams, and Anne McCorry. 
 

 

 

New Beginnings: 
 

Monday was a great joy for me to be able to celebrate Holy Mass with some members of the Parish Community 

physically present. It has been a long few months, where we have all experienced something that we have never 

experienced before, and certainly did not expect to experience. I am very grateful for the prayerful support you have 

both given to me and indeed to one another during this time. Let’s continue to do this. After all we have been 

through together, perhaps this first weekend of public Masses is not the best time for me to have to announce that 

after many happy years in Keighley and Haworth, Bishop Marcus has asked me to move on to a parish in Leeds. 

While I am very saddened to be moving, I am confident that your new Parish Priest, Fr. Anthony Rosso, will be able 

to help you all to continue to build up the church in this area to God’s greater Glory. 

Fr Dennis 

 

 

Booking for Masses: 
 

There is a need to make sure that we do not go beyond our designated numbers of those who are attending i.e. 50 

people at St Joseph’s and 30 at Our Lady of Lourdes. While I do not anticipate that this will be a problem during the 

week, it will be necessary to book a place for the Vigil and the two Sunday Masses. There is now an online 

booking system to do this on the parish website. 
 

If you prefer, you can phone the presbytery to book a place, giving your name, the number of people from your 

household and your telephone number. I will then ring you to confirm that you are able to come along. I am very 

aware that this all seems so very alien to me and to many others - but if it means we can celebrate Mass together 

safely then it something we will all have to put up with for a time. God Bless, Fr Dennis. 

 

 

Sincere thanks to all the volunteers who continue to help to clean and prepare both churches, and/or to be Stewards. 

 

 

Rest in Peace: Please pray for the repose of the souls of all who have died recently. 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
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Video Mass from St Joseph’s: 
 

Video Mass will continue for those who are still unable to come to Mass, and it will be a recording of the Vigil Mass 

from St Joseph’s church. 
 

As usual, you will receive a separate email when this week’s video link is available. You can also subscribe to the 

Parish YouTube channel to be notified when new videos are available. You can do this from any of the Parish 

videos, by clicking on the red ‘SUBSCRIBE’ button. 

 

 

Mass Offerings: Mass Intentions can be emailed to Father Dennis, and the offering can be made via online banking 

with the reference ‘Mass Offering’. Alternatively, you can write a letter and include a cheque (payable to Diocese of 

Leeds - Our Lady of Lourdes) and either post it or pop it through Fr Dennis's letter box. 

 

 

Thank You: To all of those who have begun contributing by standing order and those who have dropped off their 

envelopes. It is very much appreciated.  

 

 

Zoom Coffee Meeting: 12:30pm this Sunday (12
th

 July). The idea is to add a social outlet from home, sort of 

replicating the post-Mass coffee on a Sunday at OLL. It is open to all parishioners, and anyone who wants to join in 

please email Chris (the host) at 2issott@gmail.com to receive a Zoom invitation. Chris is also happy to assist people 

if they have some IT literacy but haven’t used Zoom before. 

 

 

CAFOD Lenten Boxes: Please can you bring in your CAFOD Lenten boxes so that we can send a donation off to 

CAFOD, who have huge demands on their funds at the moment. There will be a box at back of church for the next 

few weeks to put them in. Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

 

Parish Bulletin: If you are not currently on the list but would like to receive this newsletter by email, it is now easy 

to sign up yourself via the Parish website. The signup form is on the front page if you scroll down a little. 

 

 

Our Parish Online: Much more parish information is on our website, and Facebook page (see link above).

mailto:2issott@gmail.com


15
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time (A), Sunday 12
th

 July 2020 

 

For many years I have been taken with the simplicity and yet the depths of the 

prophet Isaiah’s image of the rain and the snow watering the earth, promoting growth 

and development before returning to the heavens to begin the whole cycle again. It is 

part of the dynamic circle of life. The prophet then links this image directly to the 

pouring forth of God’s word on to the beauty of His creation. The word of God pours 

forth from His mouth; it has a purpose because it does not return empty, for it is to 

carry out His will and succeeding in what it was sent to do. 

 

This theme of this dynamic circle of life is further reflected upon in our 

readings today in the Letter of St Paul to the Romans and Jesus’ parable of the sower. 

St Paul speaks of the whole of creation, ‘groaning in one great act of giving birth’. 

Jesus gives the image of the sower lavishly throwing the seed out, where it lands on all 

kinds of soil; thorny, stony and fertile life-giving soil. 

  

The parable of the sower is very familiar to us, and for those who first heard the 

image of the sower scattering seed, they would have seen that in their ordinary 

everyday lives. Jesus uses it to explain in simple terms how faith is a gift, something 

freely given, and that it is up to the individual to do all they can to allow faith to grow 

strong. Jesus was well aware that He was facing mounting opposition which would 

ultimately lead to His death. Yet, He still saw the great importance of scattering the 

seed of God’s word wherever He could, because this is what He was sent to do, and it 

was up to others to either accept the word of God or reject it. 

 

The prophet Isaiah and St. Paul shared an immense longing for God; it is a 

longing that I believe most people in today's world have. Jesus in today's Gospel 

directly challenges us to begin to understand that the ways of God are beyond our 

understanding. There is a need for us all to examine our understanding of who God is. 

We hear the Good News of this kingdom, but ask ourselves what sort of soil we are. 

Do we enable the message to take root and grow? Do we produce a harvest of good 

works, signs pointing towards the kingdom and helping to bring it about? We also ask 

ourselves what sort of seed we are. Do we die to ourselves that Jesus may live in us? 

For Jesus says elsewhere that a seed has to die to itself to be transformed into a plant. 

  



 We are assured that the kingdom will come, that goodness and healing will 

prevail. God’s purpose will not be frustrated, but, in His great freedom, the Lord has 

entrusted us with the responsibility of working with Him to bring it about. If we are to 

love the Lord our God with all our mind, soul and strength, we need to get rid of any 

false notions of who God is. While it is true that we can never fully understand who 

God is, if we stay close to the person of Jesus then our love of God will be true. For 

our friendship with God will bring us peace and happiness in this life and for all 

eternity. It will also help us in our dealings with others, inviting others to ‘enjoy the 

same freedom and glory as the children of God’ that we share. 

 

God Bless 

Dennis Cassidy 

  



At the heart of the commandments is love of our neighbour. Let us express that love 

now, by praying not only for ourselves but also for all our sisters and brothers. 

 

For the Church throughout the world: that by the practical love we show for others we 

may be recognised as the disciples of Jesus. 

Lord, hear us  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

For those who find it hard to believe: that they may listen to Jesus and come to know 

him as God’s own dear Son. 

Lord, hear us  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

For those who struggle to follow God’s commandments: that they may never lose 

heart nor their trust in the Lord, no matter how great their weakness. 

Lord, hear us  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

For those who endure suffering of mind or body, especially those who are sick in our 

parish: that they may find renewed courage and strength. 

Lord, hear us  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

For those who have died and those who mourn: that they may find the gift of eternal 

life and comfort in their sorrow. 

Lord, hear us  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

In a moment of silence we pray for our own intentions. 

Lord, hear us  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

We ask Our Lady of Lourdes to join her prayers with ours. 

Hail Mary, full of Grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women and 

blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 

now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

 

Full of faith in the words of your Son, we thank you, Father, for hearing our prayers, 

which we have made in the name of that same Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 



Today’s Mass 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
 

 

First reading 

Isaiah 55:10-11 

The word that goes out from my mouth does not return to me empty 

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do not return 

without watering the earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for the sower 

and bread for the eating, so the word that goes from my mouth does not return to me empty, 

without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.’ 

 

The word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

____________________ 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 64(65):10-14 
Some seed fell into rich soil and produced its crop. 

You care for the earth, give it water, 

you fill it with riches. 

Your river in heaven brims over 

to provide its grain. 

Some seed fell into rich soil and produced its crop. 

And thus you provide for the earth; 

you drench its furrows; 

you level it, soften it with showers; 

you bless its growth. 

Some seed fell into rich soil and produced its crop. 

You crown the year with your goodness. 

Abundance flows in your steps, 

in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. 

Some seed fell into rich soil and produced its crop. 

The hills are girded with joy, 

the meadows covered with flocks, 

the valleys are decked with wheat. 

They shout for joy, yes, they sing. 

Some seed fell into rich soil and produced its crop. 

 

____________________ 

 

Second reading 

Romans 8:18-23 

The whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons 

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, 

which is waiting for us. The whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons. It 



was not for any fault on the part of creation that it was made unable to attain its purpose, it 

was made so by God; but creation still retains the hope of being freed, like us, from its slavery 

to decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and glory as the children of God. From the 

beginning till now the entire creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act of 

giving birth; and not only creation, but all of us who possess the first-fruits of the Spirit, we 

too groan inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set free. 

 

The word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

____________________ 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

1S3:9,Jn6:68 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 

you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 

 

Or: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

The seed is the word of God, Christ the sower; 

whoever finds this seed will remain for ever. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel 

Matthew 13:1-9 

A sower went out to sow 

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such large crowds gathered round him that he 

got into a boat and sat there. The people all stood on the beach, and he told them many things 

in parables. 

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of 

the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Others fell on patches of rock where they found 

little soil and sprang up straight away, because there was no depth of earth; but as soon as the 

sun came up they were scorched and, not having any roots, they withered away. Others fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Others fell on rich soil and produced 

their crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

 

 
 


